Readings for September 19, 2021
United Church of Strafford In-Person and Zoom Service

Ezekiel 33:7-8

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand.

James 3:13; 3:16-4:1; 4:7-8a

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom.... For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes
among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at
war within you...?

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and the devil will flee from you.
Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.

Mark 9:30-37

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;
for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.”
But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had
argued with one another who was the greatest.

He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last
of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it
in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”



